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Admissions Requirements

3 GCSE passes at grade C — to include English and Mathematics together plus

3 A level passes with 300 points

BA(Hons) Interior Architecture
Diploma in Interior Architecture
Certificate in Interior Architecture
University of Westminster
Marylebone

Full-Time — 3 years

K120

E520; W520

Art and Design - 2008
Architecture - 2009
None

N/A

April 2009

or Scottish Certificate of Education — 3 passes at grade B
or Irish Leaving Certificate — 2 passes at grade Al and 2 passes at grade B1

or BTEC National Diploma pass at DDM

or Art and Design Foundation
plus

A portfolio of work, or account of experience which is verified to the Admissions office by

the Course Leader or Course Admissions Tutor

plus

A Personal Statement which clearly articulates why the student wants to study Interior
Architecture

For students whose secondary education has been in a language other than English
they will require IELTS 6.0 or above; Cambridge Proficiency at level B and TOEFL —
paper 550; computer based 213 and on line 80.

Transfers into the course from other design courses and APL and APEL

Students who apply to change course or move from another comparable programme will
be required to attend an interview and be capable of demonstrating a level of
achievement sufficient to meet the academic standards required for APEL to be granted

(see Section 6.30 — Section 2 - Course Handbook)

Overview

Interior Architecture is a distinct and separate design discipline to Architecture. Its specific

focus is the creation of innovative and exciting interior solutions primarily through the

adaptation and spatial manipulation of new and existing buildings and through this,



necessarily, espouses the tenets of true inter-disciplinary design.

The BA(Hons) Interior Architecture programme promotes a critical approach to design and
acknowledges the importance of other closely related areas of three-dimensional design
within its curriculum in shaping interiors both for private and public use.

As well as building upon existing skills students will be exposed to the theories that inform
the creation of both utility and beauty and master the practical craft and technical dexterity
required to fully realize design ideas. Light, colour, texture and form together with the more
tactile aspects of design will reinforce the process of envisaging and creating delightful and
practical interiors. This will include consideration of the non-visual, haptic and auditory
senses in making interiors that fully embrace all users.

The course implicitly embeds the issues of sustainability, reuse, recycling, refurbishment,
specification of components and promoting materiality that is drawn from, or selected from,
renewable and sustainable sources. Students will learn about the concepts of carbon
neutrality and carbon management as well as issues regarding lifecycle energy design and
management, the negation of fossil fuel use, emissions, passive heating, cooling and
ventilation, lectures are delivered using specific case studies which deal with the basic
principles of the service culture in a variety of use types.

Much of this is made explicit and tested within the modules’ project or design brief to ensure
that the production of Low energy design, integration of building services and structure
together with an appreciation of 3D infrastructure and distribution networks is inculcated
form the outset.

The core aim is to ensure that graduating students are fully prepared to, creatively but
sensitively, respond to the real design challenges that constantly emerge within the built
environment. .

The course aims through its content to provide students with a unique insight and ability to
practice in a variety of areas of design; including Interior Design, exhibition design, set and
lighting design, retail and product design, interior conservation as well as multidisciplinary
and traditional design practice.

The course also offers the opportunity to take advantage of exchange links with other
universities both in Europe through the Erasmus/Socrates programme as well as
departmental links in Canada, Australia and New Zealand, which may temp you to a career
abroad.

With a good degree you may wish to undertake a post-graduate qualification and the
Department of Architecture offers a range on masters programmes including, Interior

Design, Cultural Identity and Globalisation and Architecture and Digital Media.

Programme Aims

The aims of this programme are grouped under the following generic headings:
+ Context
e Research and Interpretation
» Design Skills

e Self-promotion and Enterprise



Industry and Profession

Context

To enable the student to develop an appreciation, of the role and responsibility of
the Interior ‘Architect’ through the examination of historical and contemporary
precedent

To enable the student to develop through examination of people(s) and community
how the cultural significance of design has an impact both physically and
psychologically

To engender in the student a professional and a socially responsible attitude
towards interior architecture and an awareness of its contribution to, and impact on,

the environment.

Research and Interpretation

To inculcate within the student cohort the development of the appropriate research
skills and the value of research as a design tool

To enable the student to articulate, manipulate and communicate design ideas and
information at the appropriate level, both visually and verbally

To enable the student to develop traditional and electronic methods to permit the

communication of design solutions in both two and three-dimensional media.

Design Skills

To enable students to undertake a programme of study which examines the
practical and theoretical aspects of design, in the broadest sense, to provide a basis
for developing an individual approach to design

To enable the student to develop analytical, critical and creative skills, sufficient to
permit the examination and the exploration of self-generated and contemporary
approaches

To enable the student to develop an awareness and capability in utilising, adapting
and applying traditional and contemporary technologies, within the context of Interior
Architecture.

To enable students to realize the integrative nature of design and how intent is

communicated through co-ordinated production information for site use.

Self Promotion and enterprise

To enable students at each level to develop the appropriate range of transferable
skills and the confidence necessary for self-promotion

To enable students to develop a design vocabulary and critical attitude whereby
they can articulate their views and opinions in a written and verbal manner

To enable students to promote, present and demonstrate their skills and talents at a
suitable level in pursuit of a career in interior architecture or related design discipline

and practice



Industry and Profession
* To enable the student to develop an appreciation of the commercial aspects of
Interior Architecture in practice and their responsibilities to client and public alike
 To enable students to understand their roles and responsibilities within the design
team
» To inculcate best practice and appropriate design methods within the management

of design and process of making commercial decisions

The course aims, through its varied programme, to promote a clear and unambiguous
approach to the making of contemporary interior architecture and design from a theoretical
and practical standpoint. Through this the student will develop a range of transferable skills
which, and on successful completion of the course, will enable the graduate to benefit from a
wide range of career opportunities in the design field. In essence the graduate will have
developed the following characteristics* through their learning and with this, autonomy as a
designer/thinker.

» The capacity to be creative

* An aesthetic sensibility

» Intellectual enquiry

e Skills in team working

» An appreciation of diversity

» The ability to conduct research in a variety of modes

» The quality of reflecting on one’s own learning and development

» The capacity to work independently, determining one’s own future learning needs

(*extracted from the QAA 2008 Benchmarking Statement for Art and Design — section 2.0; Defining Principles)

Employment and Further Study Opportunities

The Interior Architecture course is a three-year vocational degree and graduates may well
practice in a variety of areas of design; including Interior Design, exhibition design, set and
lighting design, retail and product design, interior conservation as well as multidisciplinary

and traditional architectural and design practice.

The graduates from the Interior Architecture course will be equipped with a range of
transferrable skills not only in design but; in construction, technology, as well as writing,
articulacy in communication as well as a capacity to critically reflect. These together with an
attitude to their social responsibility as designers will enable them to compete in this vibrant

section of the design market.

The course also recognises that students may wish to take up part time employment in
design offices, during vacation periods and this is by and large encouraged. Students will
have a responsibility to ensure that it does not impinge upon the satisfactory production of
course work, their progression through the course or attendance.



Beyond the undergraduate degree in Interior Architecture, the department offers graduates
the opportunity to embrace post graduate education in a group of MA courses - MA
Interior Design, MA Cultural Identity and Globalisation and MA Architecture and Digital
Media these may also provide a platform for continuing study (MPhil/PhD) with a career

in academia or research.
Course Learning Outcomes

Learning outcomes are statements on what successful students have achieved as the result
of learning. They are threshold statements of achievement and are linked to the knowledge,
understanding and skills that a student will have gained on successfully completing a
course. For all the learning outcomes for each module on the BA(Hons) Interior Architecture
course refer to the module descriptors included in Appendix 7.

Level 4 — will possess:

» A knowledge of the underlying concepts and principles associated with Interior

Architecture, and an ability to evaluate and interpret these within its context

* An ability to present, evaluate and interpret qualitative and quantitative data, in order
to develop lines of argument and make sound judgments in accordance with basic

theories and concepts implicit within Interior Architecture

will be able to:

» evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches to solving problems in Interior
Architecture

e communicate the results of their study/work accurately and reliably, and with

structured and coherent arguments

Level 5 - will possess:

» knowledge and critical understanding of the well-established principles within Interior

Architecture, and of the way in which those principles have developed

» ability to apply underlying concepts and principles outside the context in which they
were first studied, including, the application of those principles in a variety of

different contexts

* knowledge of the main methods of enquiry in Interior Architecture that are relevant,
and ability to evaluate critically the appropriateness of different approaches to

solving problems within the study of Interior Architecture

* anunderstanding of the limits of their knowledge, and how this influences analyses
and interpretations based on that knowledge.

will be able to:

e use a range of established techniques to initiate and undertake critical analysis of

information, and to propose solutions to problems arising from that analysis



effectively communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms to
specialist and non-specialist audiences, and deploy key techniques of the discipline

effectively

Level 6 — will demonstrate

a systematic understanding of key aspects of Interior Architecture, including
acquisition of coherent and detailed knowledge, at least some of which is at, or

informed by, the forefront of defined aspects of a discipline

an ability to deploy accurately established techniques of analysis and enquiry within

a discipline
Will have a conceptual understanding that enables the student:

to devise and sustain arguments, and/or to solve problems, using ideas and

technigues, some of which are at the forefront of a discipline

to describe and comment upon particular aspects of current research, or equivalent

advanced scholarship, in the discipline
an appreciation of the uncertainty, ambiguity and limits of knowledge

the ability to manage their own learning, and to make use of scholarly reviews and
primary sources (for example, refereed research articles and/or original materials

appropriate to the discipline).

Holders of the BA(Hons) Interior Architecture will be able to:

apply the methods and techniques that they have learned to review, consolidate,
extend and apply their knowledge and understanding, and to initiate and carry out

projects

critically evaluate arguments, assumptions, abstract concepts and data (that may be
incomplete), to make judgments, and to frame appropriate questions to achieve a

solution - or identify a range of solutions - to a problem

communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both specialist and non-

specialist audiences.

Holders of the BA(Hons) Interior Architecture will have:

The qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring:

the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility
decision-making in complex and unpredictable contexts

the learning ability needed to undertake appropriate further training of a professional

or equivalent nature.



Specific Skills

The Department of Architecture has evolved its skills policy in accordance with the
University’s requirements. In determining appropriate skill sets and attendant policy, the
Department of Architecture recognises the following categories which are relevant to the
programme.

*  Group working

» Learning resources

* Self-evaluation

* Information management

* Autonomy

* Communication

*  Problem-solving

Teaching, Learning and Assessment Methods

Learning

The studio system facilitates student-centred learning, transferring an increasing degree of
autonomy to the student throughout the project phases of the course. It encourages
diversity in academic debate providing a platform for the exchange of views and additionally
provides opportunity for external, vocational criticism from practising professionals and

academic staff.

Project work is undertaken in the ‘studio group’ of the course. Each project is supervised by
a member of the core teaching staff and may well be joined by other full, or part-time staff.
Development of project based learning, facilitates interpersonal student learning and group
exchange of information.

The studio system promotes variety in project work. Students are encouraged to set their

own agendas within the specific pedagogical parameters set out by the project staff.

Learning is ‘goal-centred’ and related to individual student programmes. Project work may
well reflect the pedagogical and research interests of teaching staff. In consequence studio
projects may also range over a variety of areas, which are of specific interest to the staff
involved. They will however reflect contemporary issues or, where appropriate, draw upon

historical social or cultural aspects in architecture, interior and spatial design.
Teaching

Teaching practices are wide ranging but the student will be exposed to the following
pedagogical methods:

. Task based Project Work: project working provides both a focus and a structure
against which the pedagogical demands of the course can be articulated.

. Individual and Group Tutorials: where the students and tutor will discuss the



detailed progress of a particular project, its problems and possibilities.

. Lectures: supporting lectures in specialist topics delivered by invited visiting
speakers.
. Seminars: conducted in small groups to disseminate material from lectures and

student material.

. Jury Criticism (Design Project): is group based and requires students to present in
public (to course staff, peers and invited critics) their project work to date; such continuous
assessment of the project base is by jury criticism only; affording students an opportunity to
advocate their ideas directly to this panel.

. Student-Centred Learning: The need to develop your skills in path finding and
decision making have resulted in the introduction of Student Centred Learning. It is
regarded as a vital extension of formalised teaching and learning methods. Students are
guided by the subject tutors in their development of learning methods other than the
structured methods described above. Improved time management techniques and the
detailed appreciation of the use of sources of information, towards a clearly determined
objective, are seen as important outcomes resulting from student centred-learning.

. Self-Directed Private Study: Students are expected to underpin their learning
through private study. To assist them the University provides a variety of support
facilities/resources including libraries, project support room, workshops and computing
facilities.

. Guided Independent Study = GIS periods are built into the Academic calendar and
are periods where students may well be set particular tasks in connection with their course
which allow them to reflect upon the work they have undertaken on the course modules with

a view to enhancing the students learning experience

Assessment

The specific assessment requirements are described within the module descriptors and the

criteria for assessment are related to the overall expected standard of achievement.

The nature of the creative and intellectual areas of expertise with which the course is
concerned demands a variety of assessment types. The use of a range of assessment
types also enables students to express their competence within different settings and
different individual working styles. The relative weightings for each vary from module to

module depending upon the underlying strategy and learning outcome of the module.

Learning and Communication skills are vital within design based courses therefore
assessment formats and presentation sessions are designed to add value to the learning
experience in terms of the development of effective visual, verbal and written

communication techniques.

All assessment of core modules on the course will be continuous. (See Assessment

Tracking Diagram in appendices)



N.B. At both interim reviews and final assessments departmental staff external to the course
will be present whenever possible. Part-time and visiting tutors together with other
departmental tutors will supplement the course team as appropriate for tutorial instruction,

criticism and assessment.



Course Structure
This section shows the core and option modules available as part of the course and their

credit value. Full-time Undergraduate students study 120 credits per year.

Credit Level 4

Code Title Status Value

AAID400 Studies in Design 1 - Context Core 30 credits
4ARCA415 CC1A - Modern Architecture and Art Core 15 credits
4ARC416 Intro to technical studies Core 15 credits
AAID401 Studies in Design 2 — Cognition Core 30 credits
4ARC416 CC1B - Architectural Traditions Core 15 credits
4ARCA417 Drafting and Fabrication Core 15 credits

Exit Award of Certificate of Higher Education available

Credit Level 5

Code Title Status Value
AAID500 Studies in Design 3 - Culture Core 30 credits
AAID501 Spatial Planning & Organisation Core 15 credits
AAID502 Alteration, Extension and Renovation  Core 30 credits
AAID503 Design Economics Core 15 credits
AAID504 Contemporary Interiors Core 15 credits
4ARC525 Interior Space in Architecture Elective 15 credits
AAID505 Shaping Interiors 1 Elective 15 credits

Exit Award of Diploma of Higher Education available

Credit Level 6

Code Title Status Value
AAID600 Minor Design Project Core 30 credits
4ARC610 Extended Essay Core 15 credits
AAID601 Design Management/Practice Core 15 credits
AAID602 Major Design Project Core 45 credits
4ARC629 Commercial Interior Architecture Elective 15 credits
AAID603 Shaping Interiors 2 Elective 15 credits

Award of BA (Hons) / BA available

Support for Students

On arrival, an induction programme will introduce students to the staff responsible for the

course and the site on which they will be studying, including the Library and IT facilities and



the Undergraduate Administration office. Students will be provided with the Course
Handbook, which provides detailed information about the course. Students are allocated a
personal tutor who can provide advice and guidance on academic matters.

Learning support includes the Library which, across its four sites, holds printed collections of
412,000 books, 1,600 journal subscriptions and substantial audio visual collections. Access
to over 6,500 electronic resources (databases, e-journals, e-books, exam papers and links

to recommended websites) is facilitated through infoLinX, the library portal.

The Marylebone Library serves both the SABE and WBS (Westminster Business School).
Harrow also has books and material, which may be useful to students on this course and
inter-library loans can be facilitated, although students with a valid ID card can access the

Harrow Library independently.

There are over 3,500 computers spread over the four University site locations available for
students use. In addition the studios of the department on the Marylebone site are equipped

with computers boasting up to date design software packages.

The University uses a Virtual Learning Environment called ‘Blackboard’ where students can
access course materials and communicate with staff and other students via message
boards. Where appropriate Blackboard will be utilised as a communication resource for this
course although other methods of e-technology may be utlised to assist student

communication and the dissemination of course material

At University level, Services for Students provide advice and guidance on accommodation,
financial and legal matters, personal counselling, health and disability issues, careers and
the chaplaincy providing multi-faith guidance. The International Education Office provides
particular support for international students. The University of Westminster Students’ Union
also provides a range of facilities to support all students during their time at the University

and there is a Student Union office and Student bar/nightclub at Marylebone.
Reference Points for the course

Internally

In line with the University of Westminster's mission statement, the course seeks to deliver
the highest quality and the BA(Hons) Interior Architecture course is subject to a number of
guality assurance procedures to ensure the following specific aims:
» The course employs appropriate teaching and learning strategies
» That the assessment of student work is fair and maintains the appropriate academic
rigour

e That students are treated in a consistent and reasonable manner

The cumulative results of quality assurance are reported through an annual monitoring



procedure set up by the University to maintain and ensure that correct standards are in

place and that they are properly enacted

Externally
Although there is no professional body associated directly with the discipline of Interior
Architecture, its adjacency to Architecture and architectural practice, which among others,

recruit design graduates ensures externally accepted standards are being maintained.

The course will engage invited critics to attend studio critiques to promote a professional

approach by students in the presentation of design work

A practice panel set up to assist and provide advice on content and development, in writing
the course, will provide ongoing support and guidance with new panel members added as

required

External Examiners drawn from practice and academic backgrounds will produce reports

which are sent to QA and published on the university website.

‘The frameworks for higher education qualifications describe the achievement represented
by higher education qualifications. They apply to degrees, diplomas, certificates and other
academic awards granted by a higher education provider with degree awarding powers.’
The course acknowledges the parameters set out by the FEHQ in the level descriptors
contained in its framework document 2008 (QAA 264 08/08)

It is subject to the scrutiny of The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education’s
benchmarking criteria for Art and Design courses and Architecture which is also relevant,
and HEFCE the government funding body.

Research and Industry involvement

The Department of Architecture has a very active research culture, which embraces a wide
range of activities not only connected with architecture and design but also with the way it is
taught and assessed.

Staff who are research active provide material which constantly enriches the curriculum
whether through lectures given about their particular areas of research or through attending
conferences with other academics, giving papers, writing in journals, producing publications
etc. as well as sharing and transferring knowledge which in turn feeds directly into the way
that you are taught.

We also engage practitioners from design practice who come into to talk about their own
practice, teach in studio or give seminars and workshops to ensure that students are fully
aware of the mechanisms between design teaching and design in practice.

The Technical Lecture Series run by the Technical Studies unit is open to all design
students. This enlightened programme of lectures, talks and demonstrations brings cutting

edge artists, makers/manufacturers, producers, fabricators and designers from a wide range



of interests and backgrounds together, to discuss and evaluate their work and share
experiences with students.

Links with industry generally are actively cultivated and encouraged. Many of the issues
covered within the design modules throughout the course will feature demonstrations from
lighting and acoustic engineers, environmental designers as well as specialist contractors

who work closely with Interior Architects and designers in their day-to-day business/practice.

Students often gain short-term experience in design practices during the vacation period and
this is encouraged by the course as it helps prepare students for the transition from

academia to real life in practice and expands their design knowledge beyond the course.
Quality Management and Enhancement

Course approval, monitoring and review

The validation panel for the BA(Hons) Interior Architecture included internal peers from the
University and external subject specialists from academia and industry to ensure the
comparability of the course to those offered in other Universities and the relevance to
employers. Periodic Course Review helps to ensure that the curriculum is up-to-date and

that the skills gained on the course continue to be relevant to employers.

Course Management

The course is monitored each year to ensure that it is running effectively and that issues that
might affect the student experience have been appropriately addressed. Staff will consider
evidence about the course, including the outcomes from each Course Committee, evidence
of student progression and achievement and the reports from External Examiners, to
evaluate the effectiveness of the course. The University audits this process and the
outcomes are recorded and the necessary actions taken where appropriate to maintain
quality and standards set.

Student involvement in Quality Assurance and Enhancement

Student feedback is important to the University and student comment is taken seriously. The
most formal mechanism for feedback on the course is the course committee. Student
representatives will be elected to sit on the committee to represent the views of their peer
group in the discussions held at the committee. The University and the Students’ Union

work together to provide a full induction to the role of the Course Committee.
Students are asked to complete an ‘end-of module questionnaire’ at the conclusion of each
module. The feedback from this will inform the Module Leader on the effectiveness of the

module and highlight areas that could be enhanced.

Students meet with the External Examiners throughout the course and at level 6 external



examiners interview students with their work, examiners also meet with the students. At this
stage also students meet the external examiners, as a group, to discuss the course without

tutors being present

Students meet with Review Panels when the periodic review of the course is conducted to
provide oral feedback on their experience on the course. Student meetings are also held on

an annual basis as part of the annual monitoring process.

For more information about this course contact:

The Undergraduate Prospectus for courses run by SABE; Admissions and Marketing Office,
the Course Admissions tutor or the Course Leader

or visit

The University of Westminster web site (www.westminster.ac.uk) provides information about

all undergraduate courses and course contacts.

Please note —

This programme specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the
course and the learning outcomes that a student might reasonably be expected to achieve

and demonstrate if s/he takes full advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.

This specification should be read in conjunction with the Course Handbook provided to
students and Module descriptors which provides more detailed information on the specific

learning outcomes, content, teaching, learning and assessment methods for each module.


http://www.westminster.ac.uk/
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