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Five universities that offer the 
Constructing  Architect degree 

Billund

• Ålborg
• Aarhus
• Horsens
• Odense
• Copenhagen



The Danish Constructing Architect 
Education



The Danish Constructing Architect

• The Constructing Architect education 
(Bygningskonstruktør) in Denmark  was 
originally initiated 60 years ago to give a 
pathway, for building professionals, 
craftsmen etc, to obtain a higher education 
in the building and construction sectors. 
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The Danish education system



Entrance requirements

Successful completion of the following 
apprenticeships/education provides admission:

• 3 year academically orientated high school 
(HTX, STX. HHX,HF)

• Electrician, joiner, bricklayer,plumber, heating & 
ventilation, road builder etc.

• Technical designer
• Engineering  educations
• Adult experience with in the building & civil 

engineering sectors
• Quotas: 65% vocational & 35% high school



Education Level

• The Constructing Architect education can 
be compared with a British Bachelor 
Honours degree in Architectural 
Technology & Construction Management.

• The constructing architect degree is a 3½ 
year professional bachelor degree (210 
ECTS credits) with 7 semesters



The Constructing Architect education is consists of  2 phases: 
A 2 year (4 semester) Academic profession diploma  plus 
1½ year (3 semester ) bachelor degree



Learning environments



Constructing Architect and ECTS



European Credit Transfer System (ECTS)

• 1 ECTS credit is equivalent to 27-28 hours 
student workload 

• 30 ECTS credits is equivilent to one 
semester

• 7 semesters is the equivalent of  210 
ECTS credits



Constructing Architect and ECTS 

• One week of study is equivalent to approx. 
41 hours of student workload.

• 1 semester is equivalent to 20 weeks and 
825 hours of student workload (theory 
project work & examinations)



Mandatory course components
• General: 30 ECTS
• communication, work methodology, organization, IT 

technology, innovation, applied maths &  physics 
• Business: 19 ECTS

administration, legislation and jurisprudence
• Production: 28 ECTS

construction, civil engineering, production & project 
management

• Design: 38 ECTS
construction: design & project management

• Registration: 10 ECTS
surveying and setting out of buildings and structures



ECTS break down per semester



Elective subjects

• From the 5th semester onwards students can 
focus on one of two main themes:

• Building design or construction management 
elective subjects amount to 35 ECTS credits:

• 3rd semester  5 ECTS credits
• 4th semester  5 ECTS credits
• 5th semester 15 ECTS credits
• 7th semester 10 ECTS credits



Semesters core subjects
• Architectural design
• Project management
• Construction design
• Contract management
• Civil Engineering
• Sustainability
• Planning & 

Management
• Building Services
• Environmental building 

technology
• Facility management



Each semester a specialised topic



4th semester 4th semester –– MultiMulti--storey housestorey house



Course delivery
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Project based learning & teams



BPM & Project Work

• The building, 
planning and  
management 
phases are used 
as template for 
each semesters 
project work 



Project based learning

The active learning process:
• Critical thinking
• Problem solving
• Teamwork
• Negotiation skills
• Reaching consensus
• Taking responsibility for own learning
• Social participation



Learning and problem solving

• Student teams 
learn to cope with 
the spiraling 
problems that must 
be solved in 
semester long 
multi-disciplinary 
project.



Constructing Architect graduates 
competences

• Manage,design, plan and execute complex construction 
&  Civil engineering tasks independently and in 
collaboration with other professionals.

• Manage administrative tasks and project management.

• Manage social and technological aspects in the design 
and implementation of construction projects

• Evaluate, combine and integrate research knowledge  in 
solving complex technical construction issues.



Examination & assessment

• In all semesters, 
team and 
individually project 
work is assessed 
orally by lectures & 
professionals

• Digital presentation 
is now compulsory 



Danish Grading System







Students Origin
International Relations

1500 international 

students from 40 

different countries





More than 100 international co-operative partners

Australia       6  Universities 
Austria 2  Universities
Bulgaria 2  Universities
China 3 Universities
Czech Republic 2  Universities
England 4  Universities
Estonia 2  Universities
Finland 5  Polytechnics
France 12  Universities
Germany 6  Colleges
Greece 2  Colleges
Holland 4  Universities
Hungary 3  Universities
Iceland 1  University
Italy 5  Universities

Latvia 1 University
Lithuania 3 Universities
New Zealand 4 Universities
Norway 9 Colleges
Poland 8 Universities
Portugal 1 University
Romania 3 Universities
Russia 3 Universities
Singapore      1 Polytechnic
Spain 13 Universities
Sweden 3 Universities



Make international 

Networks for life
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