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RESEARCH COMMUNITIES
At the beginning of this academic year, the University has launched its four new

research communities. 

Our four research communities bring together and build on the work of our many

strong, existing research groups and centres. The four communities are: Arts,

Communication and Culture, Diversity and Inclusion, Health Innovation and

Wellbeing, and Sustainable Cities and the Urban Environment.

This report will enlist and detail all the activities that happened during the first 4

months of their existence. 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W E S T M I N T E R

THE RESEARCH OFFICE STARTED A
COMMUNITIES MAILING LIST, NOW
COUNTING 192 SUBSCRIBERS, AND
A BLOG REPORTING ON ALL THE
NEWS ABOUT THE COMMUNITIES.

08-12/2019

Arts, Communication and Culture
29.5%

Sustainable Cities and the Urban Environment
26%

Diversity and Inclusion
22.3%

Health Innovation and Wellbeing
22.3%

Mailing list subscriptions by

Communities



THE COMMUNITIES

08-09/2019

ARTS, COMMUNICATION
AND CULTURE

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

Miriam Dwek

The purpose of the funding is to support the

pilot projects and support the researchers to

apply for bigger external funding. The call was

open until mid-November, resulting in the first

cycle of seed funding of 30 projects from

across the University. Previous to the call, 2

additional projects got communities seed

funding to move forward their already existing

projects.

 

With the strategic funding and dedicated

support from the Research Office, the

University will support the further development

of the communities. We will make sure the

Communities grow into platforms that will

ensure that the knowledge, expertise, passion

and energy of our researchers continues to

contribute to global debates and solve

complex challenges within the context of the

external funding environment.

As the communities grow, they play a vital role in

enabling researchers from across the University

to contribute their expertise across subject

boundaries and work with collaborators in new

ways. The communities are receiving strategic

funding from the University, and the first

communities funding call was announced in early

September.

Clare Twomey, Anastasia Kavada

HEALTH INNOVATION AND
WELLBEING

SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND
THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT

Nina Smyth Johan Woltjer

Over the past year, the University has been

working to put in place the foundations of the

four research communities that were outlined in

the University’s Research Strategy 2018-2023.

The communities were set up with an aim to

establish a more focused and interdisciplinary

position for the UoW research. After launching

the four communities, the University has

supported their leads in promoting their

strategies and engaging with the academics. 



ARTS,
COMMUNICATION
AND CULTURE



DIVERSITY AND
INCLUSION



HEALTH INNOVATION
AND WELLBEING



SUSTAINABLE CITIES
AND THE URBAN
ENVIRONMENT



LAUNCH EVENTS

The Communit ies were launched at

the event on September 17th,  that

was attended by 1 17 part ic ipants ,

coming from al l  the UoW schools .

The he guests were greeted by the

Vice-Chancel lor ,  Peter  Bonf ie ldm

and the strategy presented by

Andrew L inn,  the PVC for  Research.   

After  the br ief  introduct ions by al l  5

community  leads,  the attendees

were inv i ted to network over

refreshments.

09-10/2019

The big launch event was fol lowed by

the four indiv idual  ones,  start ing with

the Health Innovat ion and Wel lbeing,

which prepared a VITAE researcher

developer workshop for  the 34

attendees,  which helped map the

researchers '  needs and direct the

Community 's  st rategy.  The school

engagement breakdown was:   Appl ied

Management ( 1 ) ,  Arts  ( 1 ) ,  Computer

Science and Engineer ing (3) ,

Humanit ies (4) ,  L i fe Sciences ( 13) ,

Management and Market ing ( 1 ) ,

Organisat ions,  Economy and

Society  ( 1 ) ,

A TOTAL NUMBER OF 218 PEOPLE
ATTENDED THE FIVE LAUNCH
EVENTS AND PARTICIPATED IN
NETWORKING AND STRATEGY
CONVERSATIONS



LAUNCH EVENTS

Social  Sciences (6) ,  Profess ional  Serv ices

(4) .

 

The next launch was the Divers i ty  and

Inclus ion,  where the Community  lead Mir iam

Dwek introduced the Community  st rategy

and goals ,  and welcomed 5 different

researchers f rom across the Univers i ty  to

talk  about their  work and how i t  re lates to

different aspects of  divers i ty  and

inclus iv i ty .  The event was attended by 25

part ic ipants:  Architecture and Cit ies (2) ;

Computer Science and Engineer ing (2) ;

Humanit ies (3) ,  Law ( 1 ) ,  Organisat ions,

Economy and Society ( 1 ) ,  ocial  Scineces (5) ,

Profess ional  Serv ices (8) .

The DI  Community  organised a fol low-up

workshop,  which saw attendees from al l

col leges.  The round-table discuss ion

focused on health inequal i t ies ,

language/ communicat ion and under-

represented communit ies.

 

Sustainable Cit ies and the Urban

Envi ronment research community 's  launch

focused on present ing the current state

of the research done at the Univers i ty

along urban and sustainabi l i ty  themes,

as wel l  as an overv iew of potent ia l

funders in th is  area.  I t  was attended by

47 part ic ipants:  Appl ied Management

(2);  Architecture and Cit ies (34);  
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LAUNCH EVENTS

Computer Science and Engineer ing (2) ;

Humanit ies (2) ;  Social  Sciences (2) ;

Profess ional  Serv ices (5) .

 

Arts ,  Communicat ion and Culture research

community 's  event revolved around

indiv idual  presentat ions and panel

discuss ion with internal  and external

speakers ,  explor ing opportunit ies and

chal lenges of work ing across discipl ines.

The part ic ipants were inv i ted to take part

in research mapping exercise,  ident i fy ing

areas of commonal i ty  and thematic groups

interested in work ing together.

 

The intensive workshop drew together a

genuine interest  in  research and scholar ly

intent.

The event was attended by 56

part ic ipants:  Architecture and Cit ies (3) ;

Arts  ( 12) ;  Computer Science and

Engineer ing (2) ;  Humanit ies ( 1 1 ) ;  Law (4) ;

L i fe Sciences ( 1 ) ;  Media and

Communicat ions ( 1 1 ) ;  Social  Sciences (5) ;

Profess ional  Serv ices (7) .

The ACC is  planning act iv i t ies and

workshops around each theme to emerge

from the workshop,  aiming to hold one

event for  at  least  three thematic areas by

the end of th is  academic year.

 

09-10/2019



FIRST
OUTREACH
After the individual launch events, all the

research leads put their efforts into

meeting with the academics across the

University, trying to pinpoint ways in which

collaborations could be forged. The leads

had over 80 individual meetings in

October, hearing about research

happening at the University, and

encouraging the researchers to apply to

the Communities funding call. 

 

Moreover, the ACC community set up an

exhibition at Regent St Café Gallery,

which was on 16/10/19 - 27/11/19. The

second exhibition opened on December 11t

with an ACC discussion on ‘Curation as

Research’ . Future events for the Gallery

Café are planned for the coming year,

including an exhibition on the environment

(May 2020) and another one on migration

(June 2020). 

T H E  L A N G D O N  R E A L T Y 10/2019
 

THE LEADS, WITH THE SUPPORT FROM
THE RESEARCH OFFICE, HAD MORE
THAN 80 INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS TO
ENCOURAGE RESEARCHERS TO JOIN
THE COMMUNITIES AND APPLY FOR
COOMUNITY FUNDING.



COMMUNITIES  FUNDING
CALL -  APPLICATION

PROCESS

T o t a l  n u m b e r  o f

a p p l i c a t i o n s  a c r o s s

t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s

59 15

£559,448

78%

P u b l i c  E n g a g e m e n t

s t r e a m  a p p l i c a t i o n s

T o t a l  a m o u n t

r e q u e s t e d

A m o u n t  r e q u e s t e d  f o r

r e s e a r c h  d e v e l o p m e n t

-  t h e  o t h e r  2 2 %  f o r

p u b l i c  e n g a g e m e n t

11/2019



£220,221

COMMUNITIES
FUNDING CALL -

SELECTION

30

4

52%

4

11-12/2019



College/School

Westminster School of Art

Humanities

Life Sciences

Social Sciences

College of Design, Creative and Digital

Industries

Architecture and Cities

Computer Science and Engineering

Westminster School of Media and

Communication

Awards

14

7

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Westminster Business School

Applied Management

15

1

1

4

2

3

4

8

1

30 awards have been made totaling £220,221 across the Communities. 4 awards were

made to pubic engagement projects, with the rest being in the research

development stream. The majority of projects are being funded by one community

but there are 4 that are being co-funded, in these cases a single community has

been assigned as the “home” for the project. Two projects were awarded funding before the

Funding Call went out, one in DI Community, and one in SCUE Community.

 

 
 

APPLICATIONS
BY COLLEGES

AND SCHOOLS
(PIs)

11-12/2019
 



DIVERSITY AND
INCLUSION

WINNING PROJECTS
11-12/2019

ARTS, COMMUNICATION
AND CULTURE



SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND THE
URBAN ENVIRONMENT

WINNING PROJECTS
11-12/2019

HEALTH INNOVATION
AND WELLBEING



DETAILED REPORTS OF
THE FUNDING CALL 



ARTS,
COMMUNICATION
AND CULTURE

£
£
£

£



DIVERSITY AND
INCLUSION

£

£

£

£



HEALTH INNOVATION
AND WELLBEING

£
£
£

£



SUSTAINABLE CITIES
AND THE URBAN
ENVIRONMENT

£ £
£

£



C O N F L I C T  G E N E R A T E D  D I A S P O R A :  B E T W E E N
S E L F - D E T E R M I N A T I O N  A N D  S E C U R I T I S A T I O N
 

D I V E R S I T Y  A N D  I N C L U S I O N  -
A N  O N G O I N G  P R O J E C T  



NEXT STEPS

SETTING UP THE FUNDED PROJECTS

ORGANISING EVENTS

ENGAGING WITH THE RESEARCHERS

PUBLISHING THE NEXT FUNDING CALL



STAY IN TOUCH




