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Spatial Justice is an open question: what happens when a body 
moves into the space of another body? What happens when one 
body desires to be exactly where another body is, at exactly the same 
time? And how does this tie in with resistance?

SpaSpatial justice fleshes out the violence of unitary emplacement: only 
one body can occupy a specific space at a specific time. The result of 
such desire is conflict, displacement, marginalisation, invisibilisation. 
The question of spatial justice is at the core of every geopolitical, 
economic, colonial and postcolonial, racial, gendered, class and so 
on, conflict. It remains the ultimate quest, bringing together justice as 
emplacement and spatiality as movement. Its emergence does not 
ofoffer a final solution but urges towards a constant repositioning. Thus, 
resistance not as staying put but as constant questioning. In order to 
explain this, I employ the concepts of the lawscape, namely the 
spatial and legal tautology, and atmosphere, namely the material 
illusion of justice as perfect emplacement. I argue that spatial justice 
can only emerge through a radical withdrawal from the atmospherics 
of control perpetuated by the neoliberal, self-policing affective 
societysociety of growth and consumption; and a movement towards the 
perpetual questioning that comes from the infinity of space as 
manifold.

Through the above definition and practice of spatial justice, I propose 
a radical conceptualisation of law and politics of movement, on the 
basis of a posthuman, affective, embodied and generally material 
understanding of justice.

CO-HOSTED BY:

THE DVC: TRANSFORMATION, PROF LORETTA FERIS AND THE DEAN OF LAW, PROF DANWOOD CHIRWA
http://www.uct.ac.za/newton-fellowship-lecture-spatial-justice-rsvp by Friday, 12 July 2019.

For general enquiries about the lecture contact cmdevents@uct.ac.za or 021 650 4847 / 4870. 
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