
The EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

Privacy Statement for US students applying for the various funding options available 
including: 

• US Federal Direct Loans (Title IV Aid)

• Sallie Mae Private Study Loans

• Post-9/11 GI Bill Benefits - Veteran Affairs, US Department of Education

The University of Westminster is the data controller of the personal data held in relation to 
applications for the above funding and similar requests 

Confidentiality 

The University of Westminster takes its data protection obligations very seriously. Access to any 
personal information you give us when making an application for the loans/grants listed above or 
similar requests is subject to a staff confidentiality agreement. Access to your personal information 
is limited by permissions to only those staff and administrators who need access to manage, assess 
and respond to your application(s). 

Personal data 

Personal data in our application processes for these loans/grants has either been sourced from the 
University student records system, or has come directly from you via your FAFSA student aid report 
(SAR), loan agreement (MPN) or certificate of eligibility (GI Bill). 

The categories of personal information held in relation to your loan application(s) are for the most 
part personal data relating to your identity, including contact information, your social security 
number, and personal circumstances. 

Use of personal data 

The University of Westminster uses your personal information in the Student Funding Department 
for the purposes of: 

Reviewing and managing your application for the above loans/grants 

Communications with you on these matters 

Reporting on student’s loans for regulatory, audit, management and quality purposes. 

Legal basis for processing and data retention 

Your personal details are necessary for the University to assess your eligibility for the above loans 
and grants. 

The University Student Funding team will process and retain your personal information relating to 
your loan/grant application on site for two years after your final application. 



After that point, your application and personal data will be securely archived for a further period of 5 
years and then destroyed, in line with the University retention policy retention policy  

Special category personal data 

When applying for additional loans or grants under these schemes, you may, in rare cases, be asked 
to provide sensitive personal data relating e.g. to a disability or personal circumstances.  

Any sensitive personal data of this nature provided as part of your loan/grants application will only 
be used for the purposes of assessing and making a decision relating to your application.        

Data transfers and sharing 

By providing us with your bank details you agree as a term of your award to the University of 
Westminster having access to, using and sharing your details with relevant internal departments in 
order to disburse your funding.  

None of your personal information is shared by the University with any other third party 
organisation, other than where this is necessary for the provision of a service you have agreed to, or 
where otherwise allowed by UK law. 

We produce annual statistics for analytical purposes and all personal data is anonymised for these 
reports. Some of our applicants are also sent a survey – no personal data is requested as part of this 
exercise. 

Where services involve a third party processing your information, such services will be covered by a 
contract, and details of the services and the legal mechanism for any data transfers outside the EU 
and EEA can be initially requested from USstudyloans@westminster.ac.uk 

Your rights 

If you have any questions relating to your personal information and your information rights, 
including right of access, rectification and erasure, please see the University’s data protection web 
pages. 

Or contact the University Information Compliance Team dpa@westminster.ac.uk 

You can also contact the Information Commissioners’ Office in relation to any concerns or issue you 
may have with the processing of your personal information. 

Last reviewed and updated April 2021

https://www.westminster.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/corporate-information/information-compliance-and-records-management/records-management
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mailto:dpa@westminster.ac.uk
https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		GDPR-privacy-statement-for-financial-aid-students.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



