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The French moved to London
because it was noted for its toler-
ance and freedom of expression.
By 1638 a Privy Council census
recorded 641 French residents in
Westminster and 558 in or near
the City. Those living in
Westminster at this time tended to
be printers, artists, engravers,
musicians and silversmiths. . -

By 1871 there were over -
10,000 French people based in
London. Migration to London
reflected French politics of the
time, from the persecution of the
Huguenots in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, to royalists
and catholic clergy escaping the
guillotine in the French
Revolution'and anarchists after
the defeat of the Paris Commune
in'the 1870s.

Although each group brought
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very different religious, cultural
and political assumptions; each-
established their own institutions,
including shops, restaurants,
schools, churchy

as the French Hospital, the Frenc
protestant church in Soho Square,
Maison Bertaux and restaurants
stich as the White Tower (former-
Iy in Percy Street) and L'Escargot
in Greek Street.

The book also discusses some
of the British aristocracy who
developed dose links with the
French:

DUCHESS

The Duke of Montaguy, for

““instance, had been Charles I's
-.ambassador in Paris but in. 1678

was forced to retreat to London
after having affairs with the
Duchess of Cleveland, oneof the
King’s mistresses (featured in a
recent Fitzrovia News article), and
her daughter; Lady Sussex. On his

-yeturn, he commissioned Robert

Hooke to design Montagu House
in the French pavilion style in
Bloomsbuty ~ now the site of the
British Museum. A number of
French painters, such as Baptiste,
were brought ovér to decorate the

d u French anarchist school n Fitzroy Stre

hospital. |

The second gfoﬂp of

interior. Some of the furniture and
artefacts can still be seen in the
Montagu’s country retreat at

Boughton House in

were two main waves of migra-
tion separated by a generation.
‘The first were supporters of the
French revolution of February
1848 when the Second Republic
was founded by Louis-Napoleon
Bonaparte. The second group of
about 3,000 came in the 1870s

" after the defeat of the Paris

Commune in 1871 and included
large numbers of anarchists.
Many of these ‘Compagnons’
refained in London until an
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and workshops, as well as the
presence of fellow countrymen

already established here.

by train at Victoria or Cannon
Street and headed straight for the
“French Quarter’ in Soho and
Fitzrovia: The book identifies
Charlotte Street and Goodge
Street as the main axis of anar-
chism in the 1870s and ‘80s.
Malato, a noted French anarchist,
described it-as a "small anarchist
republic”.

COMPATRIOTS

Two particular compatriots
are mentioned: Victor Richard, a
greengrocer; at 67 Charlotte
Street, and Amand Lapie who
ran a bookshop at 30 Goodge
Street. These two provided
advice, support and a meeting

- place for new arrivals. Frnest

Delebecque rented out rooms at
28-30 Charlotte Street.

There was also a much wider
support network, such as a
Librairie Parisienne in Charlotte
Street and a Librairie Francaise
in Goodge Street, both selling
French and foreign newspapers.

Chief Inspector

GreenmchParkeprosx catised

patrolling the streets of Fitzrovia
and visible day and night outside
Lapie’s bookshop in Goodge
Street. '

RADICALISED

. The French anarchists in
Fitzrovia were a high profile gen-
eration who had been radicalised
by political events in France, such
as the Paris Commune. After a
series of amnesties, some returned
to Paris while others became more
integrated into British and
European politics. It is claimed in
the book that above all the French
immigrants benefitted from the
generally relaxed attitude of the
British authorities to minorities
and the liberal attitude towards
immigration. They could also
establish links with other interna-
tional radical movemenis, It is
claimed that between 1823 and
1905 "no foreigner was expelled"
from Britain for political reasons.

This review has focussed par-

" ticularly on the role played by

Fitzrovia as the "French Quarter"
in the nineteenth century. Of

" course, other nationalities have

similar histories and have lived in
Fitzrovia at different times — the
Italians, Spanish, Greek Cypriots,
and Bangladeshis to name a few —
some of these histories are still to
be written.
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