As part of my PhD on law, space and mega events, from the 11th of June to the 11th of July, during the World Cup, I travelled to South Africa to do field work, exploring the way the mega event interacts, impacts and conflicts with the urban space. I was particularly interested in observing how certain urban rhythms and atmospheres of security (from safety tips to everyday fears, from no-go areas to mediated panics) were modulated by the legal, securitarian and commercial spatialities produced by the World Cup. Also, how is this ‘World Cup Brandscape’ enacted during the event through performative assemblages of people, objects, signs, rules, sounds and media representations? 
To investigate this question I focused on public viewing areas, or Fan Fests, and as a ‘participant observer’ I took videos and pictures, field notes and vox pop interviews. Mainly based in Johannesburg, I also travelled to Cape Town and Durban, gaining further comparative perspectives. Notwithstanding the unavoidable limitations entailed by short, 30-day fieldwork, plus being in an unknown (to me) country during an extremely chaotic event, I had the opportunity to gather compelling insights on the way a mega event shapes, and is shaped by, urban space, both in general terms and in reference to a country as complex as South Africa. I presented some of my results at the CLS conference in Utrecht (noted in September 2010 news). Hopefully, this will constitute an important point of reference, and comparison, for the rest of my research, which focuses on London’s East End and the 2012 Olympics.
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